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Shall  We  Pay  the  Innkeeper's  Bill? 

WK  ontered  the  vpar  IQIO  happy  almost  tu  point  of  ecstasy. _  The  fightingwas 
„v.  r:  we  held  the  fiiendsliip,  the  profound  respect,  m  some  instances  the  warn 
admiration,  of  all  nations. 
Ours  was  the  moral  leadership  of  the  world. 
Weenler  the  vear  1 020.  generally  prosperous  but  faced  with  many  domestic  prohleiOS  and 
still  siniL'f-'lint;  with  the  unsettled  international  problem. 
Let  us  luce  the  facts. 

We  have  in  a  year  suhstantially  lost  our  position  of  leadership  in  international  moials. 
I  know  of  nothintr  that  so  aptly  illustrates  what  we  did  in  the  fciuropean  war  and  why 
we  d Li  as  the  Parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan.  You  lecaU  ttot  Jesus  recited  this  pa  ab  e 
for  e  benkt  of  a  lawyer  who  had  sneeringly  asked  him  "Who  ,s  my  neighbor?  Je 
then  turned  on  the  lawyer  having  recited  the  story,  and  said  "Whu  h  was  ne.frhlmr  t,.  h.m 
ttaJfenSiongst  thiev.1?  The  priest,  the  Levite.  or  the  Cood  Sa.nantan.>.  and  even  the 
lawyer  answered  without  hesitation.  Tie  that  showed  merev  on  him  . 

'  The  tinest  thing  in  that  parable  is  not  that  th.'  (...o(l  Samaritan  went  to  the  assistance 
ol'  Ih e   u  n  who  had  been  stripped  of  his  raiment  and  left  bleeding  on  the  roadside,  nor  that 

e  wen  after  the  priest  and  t&e  Levite  had  passed  by  on  the  other  side.   The  finest  pa 
is  ttot  which  descriW  how  the  Samaritan  after  he  had  bouml  up  the  man  s  » 
on  his  own  beast,  took  him  to  an  Inn.  and  promised  to  pay  the  Innkeeper  s  '""r-  " 
lan-iia-e  he  didnT  leaxe  the  task  half  d.,ue.    He  earned  through,    lie  might  well  have 
thought  that  his  duty  had  bten  fully  met  in  bindu.g  up  the  f^.^y'r^'V^^^'^^TZeyi 
oil  Mid  then  leaving  him  by  the  roadside.  Up  to  this  pomt  helping  the  victim  of  the  thieves 
had  a«t  Wm  something,  but  not  very  much.  The  real  sacrifice  came  m  surrendering  h,s  own 
be  asrS  thru^f  the^an,  taking  time  to  conduct  him  to  an  Imi,  and  particularly  in  under- 
taking to  pay  the  Innkeeper's  bill. 

In  ItilT  we  und.-rtook  the  part  nf  the  Cood  Samaritan.  I  think  1  may  say,  because  I 
believe  thai  the  almost  unanimous  o|)inion  of  Europe  will  assent,  that  no  nation 
eve.  threw  Us.  ll  more  generously,  more  wholeheartedly,  more  unselfishly  into  any  enterprise. 
\Ve  d  dn'i  stop  to  maki terms;  we  didn't  ask  for  anything,  n  fact  we  announced  in  advance 
■ttet  we  dfidn't  want  anything.  Whatever  the  war  cost  us  it  would  cost,  but  we  undertook 
jS^r^rs?  bJc!^  weCdlfn't  otherwise  keep  our  self-respect,  and  we  didn  t  e^pe^ 
the  waV  was  over  to  claim  land,  or  indemmty,  or  advantage  of  any  kmd.  Our  impulses 
wer  "quite  as  fine  as  those  which  moved  the  dood  Samaritan,  n  so  far  as  I  >^ow  »"^tory . 
nothing  morally  equal  to  it  was  ever  done  by  any  other  nation  m  the  history  of  the  world. 

Now  we  are  coming  to  the  second  part  of  the  parable.  We  are  facing  the  com^tion  of 
our  duty  and  we  hesitate.  We  balk  at  the  proposal  that  we  are  to  take  the  w"""';^'' 
the  Inn  and  we  absolutely  refuse  to  undertake  to  pay  the  hills.  That  is  we  seem  to  do  that^ 
That  is  a  superficial  view."  Historically  the  American  people  always  come  to  right  deciaon 
but  the-v  sometimes  take  a  good  deal  of  time,  especiaUy  when  no  great  leader  appears  to  show 
Zm  the  way.  We  are  so  cocksure  of  ourselves  that  we  sometimes  forget  that  the  problem 
«tf^ve^eht  when  a  nation  covers  a  cMrtinent  and  includes  over  a  hundred  mUhon 
people,  is  an  immense  problem. 

The  movuig  fo.re  in  the  last  analysis  is  public  opinion.  Public  opinion  isn't  often  loiin.^d 
(luicklv  and  when  it  is,  ifs  likelv  to  be  wrong.  Public  opinion  sometimes  comes  to  a  sound 
r,Xion  only  after  reaching  a  lot  of  intermediate  conclusions  .^1^/^^^^'"^^ 
This  is  true  particularly  when  great  leaders  are  absent.  Let  me  illustral*  coneretety  wftat 
I  mean  by  tlwt. 


mr/mrnmrmmmmmmmim 


Kvervlxxlv  knows  the  story  of  George  Washington,  ^^-verybody  •'"•'ys  *»fJ°J™j! 
patience  and  courage  and  patriotism  of  that  man.  Everybody  knows  that  but  for  the  powM 
of  his  leadership  ther*  would  have  been  no  Vorktown  and  no  American  '/I""' 
Fverybody  kn.,ws  that  if  the  matter  had  been  left  t„  .  pupula,  y  ,te  alnios  any  tune  dunng 
the  iwogf^  of  the  war,  the  war  would  have  been  al.an.lo.w.l.    1  hat  is  leadership  m  a  cisis. 

Not  .-vervbody  understands  what  Alexander  Hamilton  <lid  al  the  second  great  cii>is 
in  the  ,l..vclo,.ment  of  the  country.  Students  of  history  know  it  but  they  re  not  """"l^- 
and  I  think  it  safe  to  say  that  only  a  minonty  of  our  pt-ople  to^ay  reali«^  that  HamilU«8 
logic  and  eloquence  drove  the  Constitution  thrcwgh the  Con>^tionm  1 1^^  f^.™!  llion 
against  a  m^ority  of  pubUc  opinion,  and  thereby  substantially  created  the  Federal  Lmon. 
That  again  was  leaderdup. 

Again  few  people  outside  of  lawyers  understand  what  John  Marshall  did  as  CJ.i.  f  .Ins- 
tice  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  long  period  of  his  leadership  Those  were  In,  luient  da 
The  majority  of  public  opinion  had  by  no  means  a.-eepted  th<-  lad  notwithsla.uliiig  the  pio- 
visions  of  the  r.oustitution  that  the  Federal  Government  in  its  sphere  was  supreme  The 
doctrine  of  StaU-  Rights  dear  to  aU  the  States  but  especially  dear  to  Virginia,  fought  John 
MarshaU  all  through  the  great  series  of  opinions  that  he  rendered.  He  "arrow  y  .-sca  ,^^^^^^^^ 
impeachment  for  decisions  which  are  now  almost  as  fundameulal  in  m  nationa  ; 
Comtitution  its.-lf.  The  clearness  of  vision,  courage,  and  the  invincible  logic  o I  J.,  ni  Aldi- 
shall  attaiiKMl  L-ieat  ends  against  au  overwhehning  adverse  majority  of  the  peoi^li.  ine 

Fvei  vbodv  knows  what  lea.leiship  meant  when  it  U.ok  form  in  pereon  of  Abraham 
Lin.- .  n.  ICverybodv  knows  what  he  sufiered,  with  godhke  patience  Everybody  knows  how 
he  lung  to  the  one  idea  of  saving  the  Union,  although  territorially  half  the  nation  w  as  n 
revo  t  against  the  idea,  and  in  the  count  of  popular  vot^s  substantially  on.-ha  t  ll 
North  w^s  also  against  him.  The  ma.i..rity  .,f  people  every  wl..  ,.-  "i;^  "^'--J'^/gL"^  " 
and  he  has  b.-.-ome  a  d.-mig..d  f..r  a.  ts  which  that  same  majorilj  as  it  stood  in  1861  fiercely 
condemned.    That  again  was  great  leadersliip. 

Sometimes  ev.-nts  .  rystalliz."  publi.-  opinion  quickly.    Sometimes  the  great  mind  of  the 
masses  reaches  a  sound  con.lusioii  o\.  i-night. 

That  happened  when  the  Hun  ordered  us  off  the  seven  seas  in  the  early  months  of  P»|  7. 

Prior  to  April  of  that  year  the  peo,)le  ha.l  not  erne  to  any  .  lear  '  ''"'  '''r^""-^  <,*"'>. 
few  months  b.-fore  a  great  poHti.al  party  ha.l  .  I.h  t.  d  a  President  on  a  in  ace  ciy. 
the  Hun  ofler.Hl  th,-  crow'ning  affn.nt  having  already  comm.t1^>d  ev^ry  c«nmvable^ 
!Lon...ivable  crime,  the  judgment  of  our  people  was  swift  and  m  ite  steoke  ten^  to^ 
last  decree    We  went  unreservedly,  ahnost  qmxoticatty  to  the  relief  ot  Lurope.  ine 
l^lfellLss  of  that  act  will  make  oL  children's  children  proud  of  their  d,  s. -nt. 

Now  we  have  faUen  on  different  days.  The  right  whi.  h  is  so  dear  in  th.-  str.-ss  ..f  war. 
is  not^cteaHn  quiet  days.  The  enthusiasm  which  ush.  i.d  in  the  new  H.-pubh.-  with  Us 
gre°VCharlTlLst,  ,1  while  (:,-org.-  Washingt.in  liv.-d.  although  lew^men  were  ever  mahgned 
fs  he  was  durin-'  his  lat.  i  .kn  s.  Then  came  practical  politics,  cpnfuaon,  selfisfcrness  Pubhc 
'iirwas  oreveii  th.-n  up  to  the  demands  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Hamdton  and 
XZn  had  forced  its  adoption  but  .,Hnion  had  not  y.  t  ^lZ±^:\,^^:^t 
fears  returned  and  the  arguments  which  so  nearly  defeated  the  ConsUtuUon  veij  uearij 
de^iroyed  it  later  on. 

Our  entry  mto  the  late  war  was  as  splen.lid,  „s  iiiip.e...l.nt.'.l.  ^^''''''^^^^^^l^^^''^ 
ance  with  all  precedents  as  was  ..ur  fatlK  is'  acts  when  thej  cn;aled  the  l^mted  Stat^ 
Wrka  We  hated  the  job.  They  did  not  Uke  theirs.  We  didn't  want  to  mix  m  Kuropean 
airalS  Our  fathe^  didn't  beBeve  the  Thirteen  Stat.js  hac  much  in  common.  We  knew 
whlT^re  took  up  Germany's  chaUenge,  that  there  would  !).•  tar-iea.  hing  .•ons.-quenc,.s.  l.iil 
Jre  fclSy  m^h^  the  point  where  w*  put  every  .-onsiderati...!  asi.l,.  .1..  th.-  ..i.e  hmg  n...^ 
^r^^^.^we  drift  irthe  slack  wat.-r  of  inaction,  we  tac-^days  when  pohtinans  are 

C    \N  h.  n  selfishness  is  quick-days  Uke  tho^  in  wluch  J<>»»  M";^»^aU^i';^^ 
opinion  in  (Jibbons     Ogden,  exceptthatiatheaedays  we  have  no  John  MarshaU  to  lead  us. 
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Tt  is  natu.  al.  and  no  reilecUoj.  on  0.  ^'^^  Zl!^dd  Jn^nf'  ^  all  n::;S: 
pean  muddle  as  quickly  as  poeaWe.         aH  stiU  ha^ .  to  ^^^^ 

look  at  EHfope  as  we  might  ,f  .t  wore  '^  /^    ,  t 'Xrehei  d  that  the  world  is  so  smaU 

The  task  is  nowhere  near  finished.  .      •  p 

aU7toeverrconceivabtefom  ,  . 

for  the  reconstructicm  of  the  world  to  begin? 

„, ,  Ji^:f  „rSJ:  '"^itt'i    ^L^rs^'r^  - 

that  const  iousness  crystallizes  mto  action.  „  j  j  j 

Th,  ,  ,.,.nl  >  want  ueace    They  don't  understand  the  details  of  the  so^aUed  dead  Treaty 
T\ms  |,copl.>  want  ptact.    ^1!!."",  m„-h  thev  mav  deplore  the  practical  unwisdom  of 
But  no  more  do  they  ^e>^,  h^^^^^  P,,^  p^^jf  ^  pi,  d 

some  of  his  methods,  that  7™nt  wusot  ,     ,         ^      ^^^^  the  Senate  has 

or  calcnlated  to  rob  them  of  their  I'b*^^*'^^^-^^';"^"^'       Vhev  understand  enough  of  that 

serve  institutions  that  cost  so  much  and  mean  so  muc  h.  .  ^  , 

,o.,d  faith  of  the  President  is  -^f-^^^^^^^^^^^,^^ 
^,an.l  f.itl:  ,.|-  th.  International 
^o^e^^'ary  w^^  ^  probables 

We  d^ve  off  the  thfeves.  That  ooet  us  a  good  deal.  ,  , 

We  spent  hundreds  of  miUions  through  the  Fo<.d  A<ln;in;f -»or.  the  Red  Cross,  and 
kindred  Stations.  In  other  words,  we  took  the  victim  to  the  Imi. 

Lei  all  slatc  .nu  n  of  all  parties  know  that  we  are  not  r*^ly 
to  quit.     We  ait  Milling  to  pay  the  Innkeepers  Bill. 


Pmidefd 


Jan.  1, 1920 
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